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! The God of Tarzan
‘A MONG the books of his dead
father in the little cabin by the
Iand-locked harbor, Tarzan of the
Apes found many things to puzzle
his young head. By much labor and
thiough the medium of infinite pa-
tience ns well, he had, without as-
sistance, discovered the purpose of
the little bugs which ran riot upon
the printed pages. He had learned
that in the muny combinations in
which he found them they spoke in
a silent language, spoke in a strange
tongue, spoke of wonderful things
which a little ape-boy could not by
any chance fully understand, arous-
ing his curiosity, stimulating his
imagination and filling his soul with
a mighty longing for further knowl-
edge.

There were, of course, certain
words which aroused his euriosity to
a greuter extent than others, words
which, for one reason or another, ex-
cited his imagination, There was
one, for example, the meaning of
which was rather difficult to grasp.
It was the word God. Tarzan first
had been attracted to it by the fact
that it was very short and that it
commenced with o larger g-bug than
those about it——a male g-bug it was
to Turzan, the lower-case letters he-
ing females. Another fact which at-
tracted him to this word was
number of he-bugs which figured in
its definition—Supreme Deity, Cre-
ator or Upholder of the Universe,
This must be a very important word
indeed, he would have to look into
it, and he did, though it =till baflled
him after muany months of thought
and study.

But of the meaning of God he was
vet in doubt. Once he thought he
had grasped it—that God was na
mighty chieftain, king of all the
Mangani. He was not quite sure,
however, since that would mean that
God was mightier than Tarzan—n
point which "Tarzan of the Apes, who

atknowledged no equal in the jungle |

was loath to concede.

But in all the books he had there
was no pleture of God, though he
found much to confirm his belief that
God was n great, an all-powerful in-
dividual, e saw pictures of places
where God was worshiped; hut never
any sign of God, Finally he began
to wonder if God were not of a dif-
forent form than he, and at last he
determined to set out in search of
Him.

He commenced by guestioning
Mumga, who was very old and had
geen many strange things in her
long life; but Mumga bLeing an ape,
had an faculty for vecalling the
trivial. That time when Gunto mis-
toolk a sting-bug for an edible beetle
bad made more impression upon
Mumga than all the innumerable
manifestntions of the greatness of
God which she had witnessed, and
which, of course, she had not under-
ttood,

Numgo, overhearing  Tarzan's
questions, managed to wrest his at-
tention long enough from the diver-
sion of flea hunting to advance the
theory that the power which made

the lightning and the rain and the|

thunder came from Goro, the moon.
He knew thig, he said, because the
Dum-Dum always was danced in the
licht of Goro. This reasoning,
though entirely satizfuctory to Num-
go and Mumga, failed fully to con-
vince Tarzan. However, it gave him
# basis for further investigation
along a new line. He would inves-
tignte the moon,.

That night he elnmbered to the
loftiest pinnacie of the tallest jungle
giant. The moon was full, a great,
glorious, equatorial moon. The ape-
man, upright upon 2 slender, sway-
ink limb, vaised his bronzed face to
the silver orb, Now that he had
clambiered to the highest point with-
in his reach, he discovered, to his

surprise, that Goro, was as far away | were strange, he thought that they |rified members of his audience.
ad when he viewed him from thel

ground. He thought that Goro was
attempting to elude him.“

of the Apes will not harm you!” But
gtill the moon held aloof.

“Tell me,” he continued, “if you be
the great king who sends Ara, the
lightning; who makes the pgreat

the'
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I am Tarzan, the killer,”
| But the moon made no answer lor
(the boasting of the ape-man, and
| when a cloud came and obscured her
:fnce. Tarzan thought Goro was indeed
|afraid, and was hiding from him, so
(he came down out of the trees and
awoke Numgo and told him how
great  was  Targan—how he had
frightened Goro out of the sky and
I made him tremble, Tarzan spoks of
|the moon as he, for all things large
|or awe-inspiring are male to the
ape folk.

| Numgo was not much impressed,
[but he was very sleepy, so he told |
Tarzan to go away and leave his|
hetters alone. |

“But where shall T find God?" in-
sisted Tarzan. “You dre very old;
if there is a God you must have seen |
Him. What does He look like?
|Wh1-rn does He live 7"

“1 am God,” replied Numgo. “Now
gleep and disturb me no more.”
| Tarzan looked at Numgo stendily
for several minutes, his shapely head |
sank just a trifle between his great
| shoulders, his square chin shot for-
ward and his short upper lip drew
back, exposing his white teeth. Then,
with a low growl he leaped upon the
ape and buried his fangs in the
other's hairy shoulder, clutching the
great neck in his mighty fingers.
Twice he shook the old, ape, then he'
released his tooth-hold,

“Are you God?" he demanded.

“No," wailed Numgo. “I am only
a poor, old ape, Leave me alone.
Go ask the Gomangani where God is.
They are hairless like yourself and
very wise, too, They should know."

Tarzan  released Numgo and
turned awny. The suggestion that
he consult the hlacks appealed to
him, and though his relations with
| the people of Mbongn, the chief, were
the antithesis of friendly, he could
at least spy upon hiy hated enemies
and discoversif they had any inter-
course with God.

It was dark when Tarzan came te
the villaze of Mbonga. As silently
as the s * ut shadows of the night he
sought his accustomed place among
the branches of the great tree which
overhung the palisade. Below him,
in the village street, he saw men
and women. The men were hide-
ously painted—more hideously than
usual. Among them moved a weird
and grotesque figure, a tallfigure
that went upon the two legs of a
man and yet had the head of a buf-
falo. A tall dangled to his ankles
behind him, and in one hand he car-|
riedl n zebra's tall while in the other
cutched a bunch of small arrows,

Tarzan was electrified. Could it
be that chance had given him ‘thus
early un opportunity to look upon
God?  Surely this thing was neither
man nor beast, so what could it be
then other than the Creator of the!
Universe! The ape-man watched |
|tlu- every move of the strange
erenture, He saw the black men and |
‘women fall back at its approach us |
though they stood in tervor of its
 mysterious powers, l

Presently he diseovered that the |
deity was speaking and that all 1is-
tened in silence to his words. Tar-
zun wanx sure that none other than
God could ingpire such awe in the !
hearts of the Gomangani, or stop
their mouths so effectually without |
recourse to arrows or spears, Tar- |
zan hard come to look with contempt |

upon the blacks, principally becnuge | he plumbed his cunning mind for a ened to undermine hi-

of their garrity. The small apes !

talked a great deal and ran away
from an enemy. The big, old bulls
of Kerchak talked but little and
fought upen the slightest provoea- |
tion, Numa, the lion, was not given

«to - loquaceity, yet of all the jungle

folk there were few who fought more
often than he.

Tarzan witnessed strange things |
that night, none of which he under- |
stood, and, perhaps becaunse they

must have to do with the God he
could not understand. He saw three

grotesque witch-doctor strove suc-|
cessfully to render uncanny and)
awesome,

Hugely intervested, he watched the |
slushing of the three brown arms,

' the
 warriorship, and

. il

" B

.!l.= ' l.

LA %
ol g

Iistah, in turning, brought his

suggestion as how hest he might

(take advantage of the condition of

his audience and
ruption.

Already the evening had been
vastly profitable to him, There would
be three gonts for the initiation of
three youths into full-fledged
besides these he
had received several gifts of grain
and beads, together with a piece of
copper wire from admiring and ter-

the timely intey-

Numa's rear still reverberated
along taut nerves when a woman's

| youths receivg their first war spears laugh, shrill and piereing, shuttere(ll
“Comie, Goro!” he cried, “Tarzan in u weird ceremony which the the silence of the villuge.

It was
this moment that Tarzan chose to
drop lightly from his tree into the
village strect. Fearless among his!
blood enemics he stood, taller by a
full head than many of Mbonga's

noise and the mighty winds, and|and the exchange of blood with | warriors, straight as their straight-

sends the waters down upon the
jungle people when the days are
dark and it ig cold. Tell me, Goro,
are you God!”

Thus it was an imposing word
which Tarzan made of God. The
masculine prefix of the apes is bu,
the feminine mu; g Tarzan had
named la, o he pronounced tu, and d
was mo. So the word God evolved

itself Bulamutumumo, or, in English, |

he-g-she-o-ghe-d.

Similarly he had arrived at athe recipient invulnerable to the at- | the
strange and wonderful spelling of tacks of his enemies and fearless in jungle god had

his own name. Tarzan is derived
from the two ape words tar and zan,
meaning white skin. 1t was given
him by his foster mother, Kala, the
great she-ape. When Tarzan first
put it into the written language of
his own people he had
chanced upon either white or skin

i!\llumgn. the chief, in the rites of

the ceremony of blood brotherhood. |
He saw the zebra's tail dipped inl.of
a caldron of water above which the |
witch-doctor had made magical
passes the while he danced und
leaped about it, and he saw the
breasts and foreheads of each of
the three novitiates sprinkled with
the charmed liguid. Could the ape-
man have known the purpose of this
'act, that it wae intended to render

the face of any danger, he would
doubtless have leaped into the village |
street and approprinted the zebra’s|
tail and & portion of the contents of
the caldron.

The longer Tarzan watched, the

eyes wert upon Ged, and with the

est arrow, muscled like Numa, the
lion.

For a moment Tarzan stood look-
ing steaight at the witch-doctor,

| Every eye was upon him, yet no one

had moved—a paralysis of terror
held them, to be broken a moment
later as the ape-man, with a toss,

| stepped straight toward the hideous

figure beneuth the buffalo head.
Then the nerves of the blacks
could stind no more., For months
terror of the strange, white
been upoen them.
Their arrows had been stolen from
the very center of the village; their
warriors had been silently slain upon
the jungle trails and their dead
bodies dropped mysteriously and by
night into the village street as from

not yet more convinced he became that his the heavens above. |

One or two there were who

in the dictionury, but in a primer he conviction came determination to had glimpsed the strange figure of

had seen the picture of a little white

boy and so he wrote his name bu- Tarzan of the Apes to think was to oft-repeated descriptions that

mudemutomuro, or he-hoy,
And so Tarvzan harangued the

have word with the deity, With!

act.
The people of Mbonga were keyed

the new demon and it was from their
the
entire village now recognized Tarzan |
as the author of many of their ills,

moon, and when Goro did not reply, to the highest pitch of hysterical ex- Upon another occasion and by day-

Tarzan of the Apes waxed wroth,

citement, 'I‘pey needed little to re-|

light, the warriors would doubtless |

He swelled his giant chest and bared lease the necumulated pressure of have leaped to attack him, but at

his fighting fangs, and hurled into |

challenge of the bull ape. |

“You are not Bulpgmutumumeo,” he
eried. *“You are not king of the
jungle folk. You are not so great as
Tarzan, mighty fighter, mighty
hunter, None there is so great us
Tarzan, If there be a Bulamutu-
mumo, Tarean can kill him. Come

static nerve foree which the terroriz-
had induced, !

A lion roared, suddenly and loud, |
close without the palisade. Thei
blacks started nervously, dropping |
into utter sllence as they listened '
for a vepetition of that all-too-fa-|
millar and always terrorizing voice. |
Even the witch-doctor paused in the

night of all others, when they were |

 the teeth of the dead satellite the jng mummery of the witch-doctor wrought to such & piteh of nervous

dread by the uncanny artistry of
their witch-doctor, they were help-
less with terror. As one man they
turned and fled, scattering for their
huts as Tarzan advanced. For a
moment one und one only held his
ground, It was the witch-doctor.
More than hall self-hypnotized into

down. Goro, great coward, and fight midst of an intricate step, remnining | g belief in his own charlatanry ]u:J

L . with Tarzan. Tarzan will kill you,!momentarily rigid and statuesque as!faced this new demon who threat-

| Tarzen away, but in reali

7

ancient and
luerative profession.
“Are you God 7" psked Tarzan,
The witch-doctor, haviye no jdea
of the meaning of the sther’s words,
danced a few strange teps, leaped

high in the aiy, tuin ompletely
around and alighting in « stooping
posture with fect {av out-pread and
head thrust out toward the ape-man.
Thus he remained for nn instant bes
fore he uttered a loud “Boo!™ which
was evidently infemded to frighten
ty hud no

1
Iy
stich effget,

Tarzan did not pavce. 1o had set

out to approach and ecxamine God
and nothing upon earth meht now

stay his feet, Seeing thut his antics
had no potency with the vicitor, the
witch-doctor tried seme medi-
cine,  Spitting upon the L tail,

which he still ¢utehed in hund,

he mude cireles above 1 the
arrows in the other hand, moanwhile
baeking eautiously awny from Tar-
zan and speuaking confidintiaily o

the bushy end of the tuil.

This medicine must be <hort medi-

cine, however, for the creature, god
por demon, was steadily up
the distance which had scparated
them. The civeles, theiefo wore
few and rapid, and when they were
completed, the witch-doctor struck

an attitude which was intended to be
awe-inspiring and waving the 2eben's
tail before him, drew an imacinary
line between himself and Tazun,
“Beyond this line you cannut pus=s,
for my medicine is strong melicine,”
he eried.  “Stop, or you will
dead as your foot touches t!

My mother was a voodoo, my fathe)
was a snake; I live upon liong
hearts and the entrails of the pan-

ther; 1 eat young babies for brenk-
fast and the demons of the jungle
are my slaves, 1 am the most pow-
erful  witch-doctor in the worlds
I fear nothing, for I cannot ie. 1—"
But he got no further; instend he
turned and fled as Tarzan of the

Apes crossed the magicnl dead line
and still lived,

As the witch-doctor ran
almost lost his temper, This was
way for God to amet, st least not in
accordance with the conception Tar-
zan had come to have of God.

“Come back!" he cried,
back, God, T will not harm you."
But the witch-doetor wus in full re-
treat by this time, stepping high as
he leaped over cooking pots and the

Tarzan
o

eing the Fourth of the Series

head within reach of Tarzan's hlade

“Come
|

L

* of the lungle Tales of Tarzan
[spear and crept gilently from his
hut in the wake of the retrentinge
‘:i_’r’ ape-mun,  Down the village stroct

)

walked Tarzan
L E]

Hs uneoncerned wrl
deliberate as though only  thy
Friendly apes of Kerchak surrounded
him Instead of u village full of armed
“Hemies,

Serming only was the indiffevence
of Tarvean, for alert and
ful was every well-#rained
Mhonga, wily stalker of Keen-eared
Jungle ereatures, moved now in utte

wiriteh-

BNEl

gilence, Not even Barn, the ey,
[with his et ears  could huve
guessed from any sound that Mbongen
wus near. hut the black wus not

stalking Dara, he was stalking man,
HH-! #0 h
Closer

otight only to avoid neive,

nml

the Low ]

cloger Lo 3
1 Now he

1 he eume

| He knew thut o
him and voming eliser, o
[ment wamed him of the purpose of
| the stalker. When Mboneu, thepe-
| fore, came within apear range of the
| #pe-man, the Jat widenly wheelad

ninn was following

nil his Judg-

upon  him, =0 wnbider that the
poised spear was shot a fraction of

crocomd  before Mbonga had  m-
tended, It went a. trifie high and

Tarzan stooped to let it pass over
bis hewd; then ho eprang toward the
chief.  But Mlionga did not wait ta
receive him.  Tustead, he turned and
fird for the dark doorwiy of the near-
est hut, calling as he weont for his
warrinrg to fall upon the stranger
(andd slay him,

Well, indeed, might Mion=a seream
for help, for Tarzan, voung and
I eet-footed, covered the distunce he-
tween them in greut leaps, at the
speed of a chargine lon. He was
growling, too, not at all unlike Numa
.hime-":".". Mbonea heumi  and  his
blood ran eold,  He conld fool
Twaal stiffen upan  his pate amnd n
prickiy chill run up hiz <pine,
fthowrh Death had come and vun
cold finger along Mbonga's buek.
Others heand, too, and saw, from

the

the da i their huts—hold
warriors, | sly painted, NS
ing hea spenrs in nerveless
fingors,  Against Numa, the lion,

had burned before the huts of vil. they would have charged fearlessly

lngers.  Straight for hiz own lut Against many times their own num-
ot the witch-doctor, terror-spurred ber of bliek warriors wonld 1l
to anwonted speed, but futile was hig h#ve tneed to the pratection of thelr
offort—the ape-mun hore down upon ‘_h"""- hint this weird jungle demon
h'm with the speed of Bara, the deey, | filled them with terror, There was
: othing I in tha bestial growls
Just at the entrance to his hut the :;_ff : Sy Sk }'.‘ i }il _Lm.“ 2
witch-tloctory  was  overhauled. A -,m.. [.mf , -Ii". t']"m }I." Ny
heavy hand fell upon his shoulder to | S¢St *here was nothing human in
f . _ | the bared fanes, or the eat-like leaps,

rug him back, 1t seized upon a por-

tion of the buffaln hide, dragging the Mh"m‘”_ = warriors were terrified—
disgruice from him, It was a naked llm-it.r”“”' to lopvoithe LR 2ea
blacic man that Tarzan saw dodge CUTity of their huts whie they
(ints the darkness of the but's inte-| V2 h”.'l tha_Doastamna, priag fuil
tlor: | upon the kol their old ehieftain.

| Mbonga went down with a seream

So this was what lie had thought

it b ; of terror. 1o wus too frightened
wus God!  Tarzan's lip curled in an|avan to attomnt to defend himself
;mm'_\' snarl us he leaped into the g, just {7 tencath his antagonist
Cror th Far.at - it N ) > "

wut ufter lwl terror-sty g#en witch- |4 o paralysiz of fowr, sereaming at
doctor.  In the blackness within he the top of Iy Turzan hal!f
found the man huddled at the far| o0 and & we (e bk, He
side and dragged him Torth into the! turned Mbonge roand looked i-i'.-:
comparative lightness of the moonlit| i, the fue exposing  the man's

| . ' -

bt
night. lrew his long, keen

that John Clayton,
. had bropght

) | throat, then !
The witch-doctor bit and scratched  knife, the
in an attempt to escape, but a few Lord Greyst

from

cuffe nerors the head hrought him to England mun} bhefore,  He
a better realization of the futility raised it ¢los \Mbonga's neek,
of resistance.  Beneath the moon The old hlack pred with  tors
Turzan held the eringing figure upon' oy, He pleadeld for hic life in u
its shuking feet. |tongue whith Tarzan coulbd not un.

“So you are God!" he eried. *If derstand.

vou be Guod, then Tarzan iy greater] The old man ¢
than God,” and the ape-man shrink to o bog of
thought. 1 am Turzan,” he shouted neath his eves,
into the car of the black, “In all the | less and terror-<trickon b
jungle, or ahove it, or upon the run.'Ihu! the ape-man W
ning watevs, or the sleeping waters, | great contempt,
or upon the big water, or the little tion also claimed hi

pmed to wither and
winy |
ak amid he H\-
appeared
el with s
17
-something

Apes in rela-

e e
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water, there is none so great a3 Tare | new to Tarzen of th

un,  Turzan is greater than lhl-ltiura to an enemy. It wis pity—pity
Mangani; he is greater than the for a poor, frightened, o'l man,
Gomangani. With his own handg he| Tarzan rose and  turned away.

has slain Numa, the lion, and Sheeta, Jeaving Mbonga, the chief, unharmed.
the punther; there is none so great| With head held high the ape-mun
ns Taurzan, Tarzan is greater tham | walked through the villng SWuUng
Gl See!”™ and with a  sudden| himself into the branches of the tree
wrench he twisted the black's neck | which vverhung the palizade and dis-
until the fellow shricked in pain and appeared from the sight of the wvil-
then slumped to the earth in ullu;.'ur_-a_

swoon. | All the way to the stamping

Plucing his foot upon the neck of gpround of the upes Turzan sought
the fullen witch-doetor, the ape-man for an explanation of the strange
raised hiz face to the moon and ut- | power which had staved his hand
tered the long. shrill scream of thelynd provented him  from  slaying
vietorious bull ape. Then he stooped | Mbongs. 1t was as though some one
and snatched the zebra's tail f:'nmlm-l-u[u" than he hud commuanded
the nerveless fingers of the uncon- him to spare the life of the old man,
sejong man and without a backward
glanee retruced his footsteps ucross

Tarzan could not understand, for he

could conceve of nothing, or no one,

the village, | with the suthority to dictate to him
Mbonga must something to | what he should do, or what he should

countersct the evil influence of the pefrain from doing.

furest demon's victory over the It was lute when Tarzan sought a |
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By Edgar Rice Bufu

neath which slept the apes of Ker-
chak, and he wax still absorbed in
the solution of his
when he fell axleep,

The <un was wall up in the horvons
when he awoke, The apes were astir

strange problem

i seaveh of food. Tarzan watched
them  lazily from above nx  they
seratehed in the rotting loam !'-.._--
bugs and bectles and grubworms, ol

sought among the branches of the
troes for egge and young birds, or
lusdions caterpillurs.

An orchid, dangling close heside
his henl. opened slowly, unfolding
its delieate petals to the warmth and
lht of the sun which but recently
had penetrated to its shady retreat,
A thousand times had Turzon of the
Ay witnessod the mir

seles but now it aroused o kvenor in-

henuteous

torest  for

spenr, throwing h the ape-man wa Just
I Tt bauek above his pight commeticing to ask himself questi
Onee and for all wouid | sbout ail the myrind wonders whie
A . the chief, rid himeelf apd beretofore he had bul  taken  for
his people of the mennee thi. @rinted,
tertifving enemy.  He would muake What mnude the flower open®
no poar casty he owould take puins, What mede i1 grow from wt ny Ll
and he would huarl ‘ weapnn with o a full-Wown bloom? W }1:,' wax it
sich great forve us would tinislhy the ot &l Why was he? Where did
demuin forever, Numzu, the Jion, come from? Who
But Mbonga, sure ns he thought plabted the Hest tree! How  did
himself, orred in his ealeulations, He Uoro get way up into the darkness
might Leliove that I wlking & OF the night sky to edst his welcome
 mun—he did not know. e, that Velt upon the fearsome nocturnal
it waus o man with the bivgy epze Jungle?  Amd the sun! Did the sun
peveeption of the lower orders. Tae- mernly happen there?
when he had tarned © ek Why were all the peoples if the
upon his enemicy, had woted what Jungle not b Why were the
Mbonga never wou'il thought rees not some g else? Why was
of considering in the hunting of Tartenn different from Taug, and
miun—the wind, 11 wi- Lo in Taug different from Bara, the deer,
the same divection that Ta « dnd Burn diffeient from Sheeta, the
procecding, enreyinge Lo his vo patither, and why was not Sheeta like
wnstrils the odors which arose hehind Bute, the rhinceceros? Where and
him, Thus it was that Torvzan knew ow, anyway, did they all come from
that he was being folluwed, for evey —the trees, the flowers, the inscets,
among the muny stenches of an Af- the countlesrs creatures of the jungle?
riean village, the ape-mun’s uncunny Quite unexpectedly wn idew popped
fuculty was equal to the task of 0to Turzan's hewl In folinwing put
differentiating one stench from an. the many camilications of the die-
"uther and toc ating with remarkable tionary definition of God he had come
weeisian the NI T whence j¢ upon the word creste—*"to cuuse to
came. come into existence; to form out of

nothing.”

Turean  wlmost  had  awrvived at
something tungible when a distant
wail startied Lim from his prevecus

pution lnto <ensibility of the present

and the vesl, The wail came from
the jungle nt some little distancee from
Ta W oswaying couch., [t was
the wail of o tiny  baln. Tare
U recrogtized it gt onee as the volce
of Gazan, Teeka's baby.  They had

valled it Gazan beeause its soft, baby
hade b tnusuully unid
Gazen in the language of the great
HpCS MenRns skin.

The wail was immediately fo'low-
ed by a real scream of tervor from
the small lungs. Tarzan was eleetri-
fied into instant action, Like an
urrow from o bow he shot through
the trees in the direction of the
sound.  Ahead of him he heard the
savage snavhing of an adult she-upe,
It wns Teeku to the The
daneer must very rvenl. Tarzan
that by the nete of rage
mineled with four in the voive of the
he,

Running hending  limbs,
ering frem one tree to another,
ape-man raced thirough the mid-
[1e torrmees townrd the sounds which
we had visen in volume to deafen-
From &l directions
nes of Keorchuk were hurrying
eappra! in the tones
and its mother, ¢

ir roars reverbe

by vied,

ved

reseue
he

could teil

Hninnge

IWOPOTTInms=.

stinn=e o th
1l as
rated

But Turzan, swifter than his heavy

fellows, distanced them all. It was

Iin whio was first upon the scene.
Whut he saw sent a cold chill
through his giant frame, for the
enemy was the most hated anil

loathed of all the jungle creatures.

Twined in u great tree was His
tah, the snake—huge, ponderous,
slimy—and in the folds of its dendly
embirace was  Teeka's little  balu,
Gazan, Nothing in the jungle in-
spired within the breast of Tarzan
g near o semblanee to feur us did
the hidepus Histah, The apes, tog,
‘oathed the terrifying le and
feared h'm even more than v did
Sheety, the panther, or Numa, the
lion, OF yll their enemies there wis
none they gave o wider berth than
they pave Histuh, the snuke.

reptile

Tu knew  that Tecka was
peculin fearful of this silent, re-
pulsive foe. und as the seene broke

upon hiz vision, it wus the action of
Toeka which fAlled him with  the
gregtest wovder, Tor st the moment
thut he suw her, the she-ape leaped
upon the glistening  body  of  the
snake, snd as the mighty folds en-
civeled her us well as her offspring,
she mude no offort th escape, but
instead grasped the writhing body in
a futile effort to tear it from her

sereaming balu.

Tureun knew all too well how deep-
rooted was Teeka's terror of His-
tuh. He could balieve the
testimony ~f his own eves, when they
told him that she hnd voluntarily
rusheid that deadly embrace,
Nowwis Tevka's innate dread of the
monster much greater than Tarzan's

Ecapco

1t

awn, Nover,  willingly, had he
touched n snske. Why, he could
not say, | would admit fear of

nothing: nor was it fear, but eathei
an inherent repulsion beguesthed to
him by many generations of civilized
ancectars, and back of them, perhaps,
hy countless myrinds of such as

Teekn, in the hreasts of each of which

hid Jurked the same nameless térvor
of the slimy reptile,

Yet Tarzan did not hesitate more
than had Tecka, but leaped wupon
Histah with all the speed and im-
petuosity that he would have shown
had he been gpringing upon Barm,
the der, to muke u kill for food.
Thus beset the snake writhed and

amolderin; embeny, of smal! fives that| witch-doctor, He ruised his heavy swaying couch among the trees be-|twisted horribly; but not for an in-

I The next uunpllh_‘-'.lull-

| stant did it loose its hold upon af
of its intended victims, for it had-
cluded the ape-man in its cold
brace the minute that he had
upon it.

e

Still clinging to  the tree,

mighty reptile held the ;

though they hud been without

the while it sought to erush the NP b-l

from them, Tarzan had drawn hia

knife and this he now plunged rapid-

ly into the body of the enemy; bug
the

hix
death wound upon the snake,

tseape the horrid death that eon .
fronted him—his sole aim was to slay

Histah and thus free Teeka and her :

balu.

The great, w ile-gaping jaws of _.
sntike turned and hovered above |

the
him.  The elastic maw, which could
accommodate norabit or a horned
huck with enual fucility, vawned for

him; but Histah, in turning his ate

tention upon the ape-man, brought
his head within reach of Tarzan's
binde, Instantly a  brown hand
leaped forth and reized the mottied
neck, and unother drove the heayy
hunting knife to the hilt into the lit-

tie hirain,

Il'nn'.'nf\__i\-r-'_\ Histah shuddered
and relaxed, tensed and relaxed
ugain, whippitg and striking with

his great body: but ne longer sen-
tient or sensible, Histah was dead,
bt his death throes he might

n

casily dispatch a dozen apes or men, |

Quickly Tarzan seized Teeka and
dragged her to the ground beneath,
then he extricated the halu and tossed
it to its mother. Stil] Histah whip-

ped about, ¢linging tu the ape-man;,

but after a dozen efforts Tarzan suce
veeded in wriggling free and leaping
to the ground out of range of the

mighty battering of the dying snake,

A cirele of apes surroun”d the
seene of the battle; but the momeng
that Turzun broke safely from the
enemy they turned silently away to
fesume  their interrupted feeding,
and Teeka turned with them, appar-
ently forgetful of all but her balw
and the fact that when the inter-
ruption had occurred she just had
discovered an  ingeniously hidden
nest containing three perfectly good
Cprprs,

Tarzan, equally indifferent to s
hattle that was over, merely cast a
parting glance nt the still writhing
hods of Histah and wandered off to-
ward the little pool which served
to water the tribe at this point.
Strangely, he did not give the victory
cry over the vanguished Histah,
Why, he could not have told youm,

other than that to him Histah was
He differed in some
peculiar way from the other denis "
Tarzan only =

not an animal.

zeng of the jungle.
inew that he hated him.

At the pool Tarzan drank his Al ¥

ard lay stretched upon the soft grass
beneuth the shade of & tree. His
mind reverted to the battle with
Histah, the enoke, It seemed strange
to him that Teeka should have placed
herpgell within the folds of the hor=
rid monster, Why had she done it?
Why, indeed, had he? Tecka did nok
belond to him, nor did Teeka's bala.
They were both Taug's. Why then
had he done this thing? Histah was
rot food for him when he wag dead.
There seemed to Tarzun, now thag.
he gave the matter thought, no rege
son in the world why he should have
done the thing he did, and presently
it oecurred to him that he had acted
almost inveluntari'y, just as he had
acted when he had released the old
Gomangani the previous evening.
What made him do such things?
Somehody more powerful than he
must foree him to act at times. “All-
powerful,” thought Tarzan, “The

little bugs say that God is all-pow=-

erful. 1t must be that God made me
do these things, for I never did them
by myself.
ruzh upon Histuh, Teeka would
never o near Histah of her own

volition. It was God who held my
knife  from the throut of the
old Gomangani, God accomplishes

strange things for he is ‘all-powers
ful.’ 1 eunnot see Him; but 1 know
that it must be God who does these
things,
no Turmangani could do them.”

And the fowers—who made them %

grow? Ah, now it was all explained

the flowers, the trees, the moon,
the sun, himself, every living crea=
ture in the jungle—they were all
made by God out of nothing,

And what was God? What did
God look like? Of that he had ne
conception; hut he was sure that
everything that was good came from
Guid—his  good  aet in 'I'l'f"II.illinK
from slaying the poor, defenseless
old Gomangani; Tecka’s love that
had hurled her into the embruce of
death; hisz own loyalty to Teeka

which had jeopurdized his life that
she might live. The flowers and the

trees were good and beautiful. God'
hid made them, He made the other

creatures, too, that each might have @

food upon which to live. He
mude Sheety, the panther,
beautiful cout; and Numa, the i
with his noble head and his sh
mane, He had made Bura, the desry
lovely and graceful.

Yes, Tarzan had found God,
he spent the whole day in attributin
to Him all of the good and beau! ‘

g
things of nature; but there was one

thing which troubled him. He
not quite reconcile it to his conos;
tion of his new-found God.

appear Ssturdsy, June 3§, ;

encircling folds promised to Bap
life hefore he had inflicted “.

ati he fought, nor onece did he seak ﬁ.‘ 4

ik

It wns God made Teeka

No Mangani, no Gomangani, | :
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